Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council
	Date
	3rd March 2025

	Time
	7pm

	Attendees
	Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Councillors:
Tania Foster (Chair), Cllr Gareth Baker, Cllr Jamie Davis, Cllr Collette Francis, Cllr Phil Housley, Cllr Christine Pemberton, Cllr Joyce Tomlinson, Mike Jones (Secretary); Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) 
Visiting officers:
Cllr Simon Eardley (CWaC), Mike Peers (Urenco) Laura Johnson (Urenco), Laura Gregory (Urenco), Mike Redmond (Urenco), Jon Mellor (Environment Agency), Rona Arkle (Environment Agency), Cllr Marc Hallows (Saughall and District Parish Council)
Public:
Bob Davies, Mike and Jo Farwell, Deborah Housley, Sue and Steve Lamb 

	Location & Details
	Urenco, Capenhurst Court, Capenhurst Lane, Capenhurst CH1 6ER
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	Procedural Matters:
- Apologies
Apology for absence was received from Councillor Ann Clowes

- Communication
The clerk gave details of two notable items:
1. Devolution of Cheshire and Warrington – confirmation that the Mayor was to be elected in May 2027
2. an email from Keep Britain Tidy suggesting a community event as part of the Great British Spring Clean between 13 and 29 March. Cllr Christine Pemberton was arranging a litter pick. Following a discussion, it was RESOLVED: That the litter pick event be held on Friday 27th March 2026 starting between 9 and 9.30 am on Capenhurst village green. Cllr Christine Pemberton would invite the school and Urenco. It would be advertised on the Council website and Facebook. Litter picking equipment was already held, and filled bags could be left next to the litter bin on the village green.  

- Declaration of Interest 
Cllrs Phil Housley, Tania Foster and Joyce Tomlinson declared an interest in Peak Cluster as potentially affected landowners (item 2, below). Cllr Tania Foster also declared an interest in the issue of the concealed entrance sign (item 2, below). Cllr Christine Pemberton declared an interest in Hayloft as a neighbouring property when it was mentioned (item 7, below).

- Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 27 January 2026. Cllr Christine Pemberton proposed and Cllr Gareth Davies seconded that they be approved. All agreed.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting of Capenhurst and Ledsham Parish Council meeting held on 27 January 2026 be agreed as a true record and signed. 

- Matters arising from notes from the last meeting, including update on Member budget application.
It was noted that the application for £280 of CWaC Councillor Simon Eardley’s budget had been successful and had now been received. Arrangements for planters and planting would now be made. 
The clerk would also be contacting Network Rail about graffiti at the railway bridge as discussed at the last meeting. CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley would be contacting CWaC Highways Department about graffiti on a Capenhurst road sign.

- Resignations & vacancies
It was noted that the vacancy for a Ledsham Councillor had been posted online, and on notice boards, and notified to CWaC and Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC). There had been no response before the deadline of 26 February so the Council could now co-opt. One interested individual was named and would be contacted. 

- Dates of Future Meetings & Locations  
The clerk announced the following scheduled meetings for the remainder of 2026:
5 May 2026 Annual General Meeting at Capenhurst Village Hall. The Chair requested that Members consider who they would want as Chair and Vice Chair and also whether they wished to take part in the Planning Group, Highways Group or an Events Group.
7 July at Urenco 
1 September at Urenco – with presentation from Urenco on emergency planning zone
3 November at Urenco

- Notice of any urgent business
No urgent business was notified.
	AC


All

MJ
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	Visiting Officers:
Cllr Simon Eardley gave the following updates:
Miscellaneous reports / issues
 
· Dunkirk Lane, Capenhurst – extensive flooding. Reported on 15/02/26. CWaC have been asked to look at wider issues in this location which may be having an impact, such as ditch maintenance.
· Two Mills traffic issue – note of concerns from Cllr Housley – logged with CWaC for consideration.
· Capenhurst Lane – ‘rear of’ challenges ref. drainage – ongoing support for residents has been given and will be as these issues continue to be dealt with.
· CWaC Member budget 2025/26 – it was good to agree a grant of £280 for ‘planters’ prior to the deadline for such projects earlier this year.
· Willaston Community Governance Review – the next phase of consultation is now live. As a neighbouring parish, Capenhurst & Ledsham may wish to do so.
 
Peak Cluster project update
The ‘initial consultation’ closed on 27 February 2026. SE submitted a note with various concerns, both of a general nature and also specifically in respect of Capenhurst & Ledsham Parish as follows:
 
· Urenco – the likely proximity of this pipeline to this highly regulated and sensitive site
· Potential impact on the Badgers Rake area woodland habitat creation which has already happened
· Various planning applications already in place (but not yet acted upon), including in Capenhurst (battery storage)
· Vehicle movements (in the village in the context of Urenco restrictions and also frequent congestion at Dunkirk Way, A5117)
 
It has been agreed that the Peak Cluster team will participate in public meetings which will be organised at a local level for residents in specific wards which are affected. I intend to do this for the Capenhurst area alongside my colleague, Cllr Sion Roberts (Willaston & Thornton). Dates will be advised in due course.
 
Request for 'Concealed Entrance' signage, Capenhurst Lane
Following the last parish council ‘surgery’, I was asked to look into the possibility of CWaC installing ‘concealed entrance’ signage on Capenhurst Lane (near the village sign heading towards Parkgate Road). At the end of January 2026, I received the following response from CWaC Highways:
 
“Thank you for your enquiry via the Councillor Portal regarding ‘concealed entrance;’ signage at Capenhurst Lane.  I have contacted the relevant service who have provided the below response:  
The issue with visibility from the access could be rectified by reducing the height of the hedge to improve visibility, the guidance in the TSRGD on the usage of concealed entrance signs is subject to limitation, especially in instances where measures can be taken to improve visibility by other safer measures.
 
Concealed entrance signage is only considered where no other method of improving visibility could be undertaken, in this instance we would advise the landowner to consider reducing the height of the hedge or consider removing it, to provide the visibility the entrance lacks.”
 
Ledsham Road School
A pre-planning consultation on the proposed design of a new primary school to be built as part of the Ledsham Garden Village housing development is being carried out by CWaC. More details here: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/consultations-and-petitions/consultations/school-consulations/ledsham-road-school (consultation closed on 02 March 2026).
 
Cheshire West & Chester ‘Budget Council’ meeting, 26 February 2026
At the above meeting, the following outcomes might be of interest to you, including my own activity in relation to various amendments I either proposed or had helped to draft:
 
· An increase of 4.99% to council tax was proposed. This was approved – I voted AGAINST.
· I voted FOR a Conservative Group amendment to reverse Labour’s cuts to the highways budget, including to Chester City Walls, by putting £99,000 of funding back in. This was opposed by the ruling administration and not approved.
· I voted FOR a Conservative Group amendment to expand the gully (drainage) maintenance budget by £241,000. This was opposed by the ruling administration and not approved.
· I voted FOR a Conservative Group amendment to invest £180,000 in flytipping enforcement. This was opposed by the ruling administration and not approved.
· I voted FOR a Conservative Group amendment to support the work of the Parent Carer Forum with £8,750 (which was changed to £10,000) to help improve outcomes for families of children and young people with SEND challenges. This was approved.
· I supported two amendments to add resources for ‘highways innovation’ and in support of Spacehive project. These were approved.
	SE
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	Urenco Update, including officers from the Environment Agency (EA) and the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR)  
Officers introduced themselves and spoke to the Council. 

Mike Peers, Chief Nuclear Officer, informed the Council that he had written to the Peak Cluster project to make them aware of the nuclear licensed site and the Emergency Planning Zone which they need to be aware of. Previously, the Council had raised concerns about the extent of the Emergency Planning Zones. These had now been clarified as being bounded by neighbouring roads. He offered to give a presentation to a future meeting. 

Mike Redmond, Nominated Site Inspector of Capenhurst from the Office of Nuclear Responsibility, provided an update since his last visit in September 2025. He had a report (urenco-1-2.docx) detailing his inspections and the topics covered including emergency preparedness, a readiness inspection to look at a facility that had experienced outage for a considerable time. He had assessed a good level of compliance with no ongoing areas of concern.

Jon Mellor and Rona Atkins, Environment Agency, spoke about the permits provided to the site, particularly concerning contaminated land and discharges. 
	LJ
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	Members Interest forms
Update on their submission and publication
Many Councillors handed in their interest forms which would be publicised on the Council’s website and on CWaC’s website. The Clerk would go through them and contact any Councillors who had yet to submit their form.
	MJ
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	Members of the Public Speaking Time
Steve Lamb spoke about the Hayloft development. He lived in Saughall where there was a similar development by the same company and he expressed some concerns and detailed some experiences with lighting, planning permission and security. He asked that if there were any local concerns the individuals could contact him via the Clerk, and if two Councillors could work with him as local contacts. CWaC Councillor Simon Eardley gave some of the history and issues and noted that planning enforcement can take some time. 

Bob Davies asked if it was possible to have some ‘slow’ signs repainted near the Limes on Capenhurst Lane. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to CWaC Highways Department to request an inspection and possible repainting of the Slow signs near the Limes, Capenhurst Lane. 

  I would also appreciate it, if you do not wish to call the land Mill View Farm or the tip field as it has been known as in the community for the past 40+ yrs, that you refer to it as the land registry have it: Land north east of Parkgate Road, Woodbank Chester

A resident noted progress on draining connected with the ‘22 acres’ area (more correctly called Mill View Farm or the tip field or Land North East of Parkgate Road, Woodbank, Chester) discussed at the last meeting. Some ditches had been cleared and water levels were lowering. Discussions were taking place with a landowner beyond the A5117 and it should be clear from there. 
	All
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	Planning:
 Only one new application had been received since the last meeting – a proposed dormer at New Hey, Capenhurst Lane CH1 6HE. If anyone had any issues they were asked to feed in to the Vice Chair for the planning group when they considered it. 
	 All
TF
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	Finance:
Cllr Tania Foster was still acting as responsible Financial Officer until access to the bank account and accounting software could be arranged. Highlights of her report of transactions since the last meeting were:
Balance stood at £10,064.01
Income was £280 from CWaC Councillor Simon Eardley for planting.
Expenditure was £34.80 for the Scribe accounting package for February and March (£69.60 total), and for the website £60.72 for February and £58.08 March (total £118.80). Plus £337.67 for January pay for the Clerk. Proposed expenditure included the new planter and bulbs for Spring planting. 
	 TF


	8
	Events group
The Vice Chair suggested an Events group be formed, led by a Councillor but including members of the community, to report to the Council meetings regularly. It was also suggested that a Highways group of Councillors be formed and report back.
RESOLVED – that the Events group be advertised on Facebook for residents to join. 
	AC
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	Members Information
To note that regular newsletters and relevant information are circulated to Councillors, including from ChALC (Cheshire Association of Local Councils), NALC (National Association of Local Councils) and training bodies.
The local policing report had been circulated and was available from the Clerk on request.
Feedback from the local police Quarterly Joint Parish Meeting was provided by the Vice Chair as follows:
Cllr Ann Clowes and Cllr Tania Foster had attended. They brought up the surgeries location and requested a better arrangement, which was taken away for consideration. The police were informed of vehicle break-ins on Capenhurst Lane and interference with delivered parcels in the villages. The Police urged that all incidents to be reported to them as it strengthens the case for more patrols. Non-emergency incidents can be reported online (Contact us | Cheshire Constabulary) or using the non-emergency telephone number (101).
	All






TF
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	Members Speaking Time- 
- Councillors
Cllr Gareth Baker asked for an update regarding the meeting with Mr Franklin about his roadside fence which appears to be over a ditch and on CWaC land. CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley informed him that he had lodged it with CWaC on 15 February and was awaiting their view. They had 20 days to respond. 

Cllr Christine Pemberton asked about Planning enforcement of a property on Dunkirk Lane which is now occupied. CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley informed her that it had been notified to planning enforcement. 

Cllr Joyce Tomlinson asked about potholes in the area. CWaC Cllr Simon Eardley urged all Councillors to report them via the website (Report a road defect | Cheshire West and Chester Council) and agreed to take up the issue of the failing road surface in Rectory and Ledsham Lanes. Members were concerned that previously reported potholes had not been repaired. 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to CWaC Highways Department to action was taken to repair potholes in the parishes.
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	Meeting close 8.25 pm
	




